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Avoid the faults of your nation

Baltasar Gracian

Avoid the faults of your nation. Water shares the good or bad
qualities of the strata through which it flows, and men those of the
climate in which they are born. Some owe more than others to their
native land, because there is a more favourable sky in the zenith. There is
not a nation even among the most civilized that has not some fault
peculiar to itself which other nations blame by way of boast or as a
warning. It is a triumph of cleverness to correct in oneself such national
failings, or even to hide them: you get great credit for being unique
among your fellows, and as it is less expected of you it is esteemed the
more. There are also family failings as well as faults of position, of office
or of age. If these all meet in one person and are not carefully guarded

against, they make an intolerable monster.
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